Office of Vocational and Adult Education (OVAE)
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Handicapping Conditions Served:   All handicaps.

Users Served:   Vocational and special education specialists.

The Organization: The function of the Office of Vocational and Adult Education (OVAE),
U.S. Department of Education, is to assist the states to expand, improve, modernize and
develop quality vocational education programs to meet the needs of the nation's existing and
future work force for marketable skills. The agency is also concerned with improving
productivity and promoting economic growth. OVAE works to ensure that individuals who
arc handicapped are assured access to quality vocational education programs.

Information Services: Vocational education programs are offered to the consumer by local
education agencies according to the needs of the existing and future work force for
marketable skills in the geographical area served. OVAE provides technical assistance to
the states related to the provision of occupational preparation and the necessary services to
persons with handicapping conditions. The state offices of vocational education, in turn,
pass on the information to the local education agencies for application to local vocational
education programs.

Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA)

Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services

U.S. Department of Education

Switzer Building

330 C Street, SW

Washington, DC  20202

(202) 732-1294

Handicapping Conditions Served:  All handicaps.

Users Served:  Professionals in rehabilitation and related fields and disabled persons.

The Organization: The Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) supports a variety of
services to assist disabled individuals to maximize their potential for employment and
independent living. Programs are designed to reduce dependency, increase self-reliance, and
utilize the productive capabilities of disabled individuals. Priority is focused on severely
disabled individuals.

RSA's major components, which work directly with the programs, are the Office of Program
Operations and Office of Developmental Programs. The Office of Program Operations has
the primary responsibility for administering the Basic State Grants, Client Assistance, and
Independent Living - Part A programs, and programs authorized by the Randolph-Sheppard
Act, The Basic State Grants program makes grants to states for the provision and
administration of vocational rehabilitation services to assist physically and mentally
handicapped individuals in becoming gainfully employed. Services provided me ude
diagnosis, counseling, placement, training and physical and mental restoration. The Client
Assistance program makes grants to states to provide assistance in informing and advising
clients and applicants of available benefits under the Rehabilitation Act and, upon their

171Denver, CO; San Francisco, CA; and Seattle, WA.
